From the Editor

Debu Tripathy, MD

Last year, ASCO cited transformation in the treatment of chronic
lymphocytic leukemia (CLL) as a hallmark achievement. As you will
read in this issue of AJHO, there is good reason for this designation.
Newer immunotherapy drugs obinutuzumab and ofatumumab delay
progression of first-line CLL by more than one year when combined
with chemotherapy, and may be better options for older patients in
comparison with standard CLL therapies. Coupled with novel oral
targeted therapies such as ibrutinib and idelasib for relapsed disease,
these drugs have truly changed the therapeutic landscape.

[t is estimated that there are slightly less than 120,000 individuals in
the U.S. living with CLL, many of whom are older individuals, making
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Cancer therapies often come in large quantum leaps for a particu-
lar disease, as we witnessed at the turn of the century for breast and
colorectal cancers, followed by significant advances in lung cancer,
then in melanoma, and more recently for multiple myeloma and CLL.
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